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COURSE OUTLINE 

NT 508 The Epistles and Revelation  
This outline is taken from the NT 508 The Epistles and Revelation syllabus 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Course Number: NT 508 

Course Title: The Epistles and Revelation 

Prerequisite: None. 

Credit Hours: 3 

Syllabus Contents 

1. Course Description 

2. Course Objectives 

3. Course Texts 

4. Course Assignments 

5. Study Guide for Examinations 

Course Description 

Correct theology is inseparable from correct living. The New Testament epistles 
reinforce this concept as they demonstrate both the why and how of Kingdom 
living. This course surveys the New Testament epistles and the Book of 
Revelation, examining both the introductory issues and the basic content each 
book. Students will wrestle with significant and challenging passages by 
exploring the major issues and then interacting with specific passages through 
inductive Bible study. The goal of the course is to gain an increased commitment 
to and capacity for applying these portions of God's Word to the world and 
Christian living today.  

Course Objectives 

The course aims at enabling the student to have:  

1. Familiarity with the contents of the biblical books studied, including the 
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ability to identify the texts' outlines, chronology of events, major 
teachings, sequence of topics, and most theologically significant chapters.  

2. Ability to summarize the most important items of historical background 
for each book studied.  

3. Acquaintance with the major critical views concerning introductory 
questions (i.e., authorship, date, settings, etc.).  

4. Appreciation of the complexities of the more exegetically and 
theologically controversial passages surveyed:  

a. via discussion of the major options held and arguments for each, 
and  

b. via the opportunity to wrestle in detail with one such passage 
through an inductive Bible study.  

5. Commitment to and capacity for applying these portions of God's Word in 
a fair and relevant manner to the world and Christian living today. 

Course Texts 

The New Testament (in a modern version); e.g., NRSV, NASB, NIV, or NCV 
(best choice--NIV). 

Carson, D. A.; Moo, Douglas, J.; Morris, Leon. An Introduction to the New 
Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.  

Longenecker, Richard N. The Ministry and Message of Paul. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1971.  

Metzger, Bruce M. Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation. 
Nashville: Abingdon, 1993.  

Where these works are not available, reading comparable in perspective and 
scope may be substituted.  

Course Assignments 

1. Reading  

a. To accompany each recorded lecture, read the corresponding 
portion of the New Testament covered in that lecture, along with 
the introductory material for each New Testament book in the 
appropriate chapters of Carson, Moo, and Morris, or the 
equivalent.  

b. Read Longenecker in preparation for the midterm and Metzger in 
preparation for the final. 

2. Study Questions: Complete the study questions given at the end of each 
Lesson Outline.  

3. Inductive Bible Study Paper: Each student will perform an Inductive Bible 
Study on an important passage from one of the books we will study in this 
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course. Students must secure approval for their passage from their 
seminary advisor, who may also chose to recommend additional 
specialized bibliography on that passage (in addition to the commentary 
and IBS bibliographies provided in this course).  Typically, a manageable 
length passage will consist of 5-8 verses, following natural thought or 
paragraph divisions of the biblical text, and will be a passage of some 
theological or exegetical significance and controversy. Examples might 
include Colossians 1:15-20, Philippians 2:5-11, I Timothy 3:1-7, James 
5:13-18, Hebrews 6:1-8, and 1 Peter 3:1-7. Also follow these additional 
guidelines:      

a. See "Inductive Bible Study" (by Dr. Craig Blomberg, et al), a 
downloadable file under Resources for a full description of the 
process for this paper. Follow this method unless your school 
instructs otherwise.  

b. Use an approved academic form for writing the results (e.g., 
Turabian, MLA, etc.).  

c. Length must be 12-17 double-spaced typed pages of text with 
standard one-inch margins.  

d. Demonstrate familiarity with all the major exegetical options 
concerning the principal interpretive questions. A good balance 
between lexical-contextual analysis of key words and interaction 
with secondary literature is essential.  

i. List all relevant sources consulted in an alphabetized 
bibliography.  

ii. Use proper footnotes or endnotes for all information 
directly obtained from sources other than your own 
initial study (not just direct quotations).  

4. Examinations: Exams will test material from the lectures by a variety of 
objective questions and readings from Longenecker and Metzger and by a 
selection of essay questions (see "Study Guide for Examinations" below). 
The midterm will contain 15 T/F questions, 35 multiple choice, and 20 fill 
in the blank items based on the details of the lectures. All are worth one 
point. In addition, five 2 pt. questions test the application of various books 
and themes. Two 10 pt. essay questions will be selected from a list of four 
possible questions, listed below. Because of its level of difficulty, an open-
book, open notes format is encouraged. It presupposes the student will 
have taken considerable, detailed notes on each lecture. The final 
contains the same format, covering only material not tested on the 
midterm. It also contains fifteen 2 pt. questions asking the student to 
identify from memory (no notes) the correct book and chapter in which 
certain key topics and themes occur (see "Study Guide for 
Examinations"). 

Study Guide for Examinations 

The following study guide should help you prepare for the midterm and the final 
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examinations:   Key Chapters in the New Testament Epistles and Revelation   Be 
able to identify the book and chapter of each reference.  

Romans 1 universal sinfulness; salvation in Christ Romans 3 all sinned in Adam 
Romans 5 I do what I don't want; I don't do what I want Romans 7 nothing shall 
separate us from God's love Romans 8 thus all Israel will be saved Romans 11 
submit to the government Romans 13 Christ crucified is foolishness but center of 
gospel  

1 Corinthians 2 instructions regarding sex, marriage, & divorce 1 Corinthians 7 
food sacrificed to idols 1 Corinthians 8, 10 love as more valuable than spiritual 
gifts 1 Corinthians 13 detailed teaching on the resurrection 1 Corinthians 15 
reconciliation as the heart of apostolic ministry  

2 Corinthians 5 detailed instructions on the offering for Jerusalem 2 Corinthians 
8-9 Paul's thorn in the flesh 2 Corinthians 11 Paul vs. Peter in Antioch  

Galatians 2 the purposes of the Law Galatians 3 the fruit of the Spirit Galatians 5 
mystery of Christ:  Jew-Gentile unity in church  

Ephesians 3 keep on being filled with the Spirit Ephesians 5 spiritual warfare in 
the Christian life Ephesians 6 Christ emptied Himself...even unto death on a cross  

Philippians 2 pray & be content in all circumstances Philippians 4 Christ the 
firstborn of all creation & Lord of church  

Colossians 1 husband-wife; parent-child; master-slave roles Colossians 3-4 (or 
Ephesians 5-6) being caught up to meet the Lord in the air  

1 Thessalonians 4 signs which must precede Christ's return  

2 Thessalonians 2 on women teaching in the church  

1 Timothy 2 criteria for overseers and deacons 1 Timothy 3 Paul to Timothy--
keep passing on the faith  

2 Timothy 2 about a runaway slave Philemon severe warnings against apostasy's 
irreversibility  

Hebrews 6 Jesus as priest after the order of Melchizedek Hebrews 7 the 
obsolescence of the old covenant vs. the new Hebrews 8 roll call of the heroes of 
the faith in OT times Hebrews 11 faith without works is dead  

James 2 reasons for unanswered prayer James 4 Christ's "descent into hell"  

1 Peter 3 instructions for elders/pastors/shepherds 1 Peter 5 why the Lord's return 
is delayed  

2 Peter 3 they went out from us because they were not of us  

1 John 2 assurance of eternal life for believers in Jesus 1 John 5 love and the 
elect lady  

2 John to Gaius on church divisions 3 John a one-chapter epistle against heresy  

Jude letters to the 7 churches of Asia minor  

Revelation 2-3 John's vision of heavenly worship Revelation 4-5 144,000 and the 
numberless multitude Revelation 7 the Satanic trinity Revelation 12-13 return of 
Christ and marriage feast of Lamb Revelation 19 millennium Revelation 20 new 
heavens and new earth Revelation 21-22      
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Essay Questions for Midterm and Final   Midterm: The student will choose two of 
the following four questions covering Longenecker's book, to be answered in 
detailed, prose, paragraph, complete sentence (i.e., standard essay) form:  

1. Describe Paul's life as a Jew, up to and including his conversion. How is 
this background significant for interpreting his epistles?  

2. Choose one of the most significant events that occurred during each of the 
following three stages of Paul's ministry: first missionary journey, 
Jerusalem council, second missionary journey. Describe each event and 
explain its significance for interpreting one or more of Paul's letters.  

3. Choose one of the most significant events that occurred during each of the 
following three stages of Paul's ministry: third missionary journey, 
imprisonment in Rome, subsequent release. Describe each event and 
explain its significance for interpreting one or more of Paul's letters.  

4. Summarize the most significant aspects of Paul's theology and note their 
significance for contemporary Christianity. 

Final: The Student  will choose two of the following four questions covering 
Metzger's book, to be answered in detailed, prose, paragraph, complete sentence 
(i.e., standard essay) form:  

1. Assuming Metzger is generally on target in his approach, what are some 
major principles to be followed in interpreting the book of Revelation?  

2. What are several of the key theological themes Revelation stresses, and 
what does John teach about them?  

3. Select three particularly controversial passages in Revelation and briefly 
summarize Metzger's interpretation of them.  

4. If Metzger's approach is generally on target, how should we be applying 
Revelation to contemporary Christian living? What should we not do with 
the book that many Christians today do? 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL NOTE: The instructor may modify the sample 
midterm and final as he/she deems necessary especially with respect to the choice 
of essay questions and in the event that substitute reading is needed. Moreover, 
the midterm and final included are geared to a sequence of lectures covering the 
following: 

Bibliography 

The bibliography is located at the end of the Expanded Study Guide (ESG) 
downloadable from Resources.  

 


